North Newnton Parish Council Meeting

Meeting of the Parish Council, St James’ Church, North Newnton, 7pm Monday 23 March 2026
Present: Clir Tony Mulliken (TM, Chair), Clir David Brisker (DB, Vice Chair), Clir Andy Gray (AG), Clir Mac McLean
(MM), CliIr Richard Cook (RiC), ClIir Pat Hayward (PH), Rosie Charnock (RC, Clerk), 9 parishioners.
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26/15

Council Matters/Governance

Absence apologies and declaration of interests. PH will be arriving late.

Apologies from Paul Oatway

Minutes: Minutes from Parish Council Meeting 151" December 2025, were approved.
Matters Arising:

Date Action Person Outcome

23/03/2026 Talk to Beechingstoke ™ An email was sent from a resident
parish council regarding concerned about the positioning of
Hilcott sign on gates. this gate and the corresponding sign,

therefore the parish council will not
put a Hilcott sign on the gate for the
time being.

ASAP Put current Woodbridge Inn | NS/RC Complete
defibrillator in the Stitchings
Lane cabinet and inform
Webnos and the circuit
network.

Adjournment for Public Questions:

A parishioner asked about what progress was being made on the Upavon Road part of the North
Newnton footpath project. TM asked MM to speak to this item. MM explained that he has been in
discussions with the landowner regarding the removal of the hedge and some land to become the
property of Wiltshire Council to provide the two metre space from the road needed to make the
pavement. The landowner has met with his partners and, so long as the plans look acceptable,
they are all in agreement to support the proposal. Potentially three telegraph poles would have to
be moved, but discussions with the landowner also include more land being obtained so that the
path can go around the existing poles. The landowner is assured that the footpath will not impact
the productiveness of the farm.

MM explained that the next step is to meet with Highways and the landowner together to discuss
the plans. ACTION: MM to email Mark Stansby to set up meeting to discuss North Newnton
footpath project. ASAP.

AG wanted the parishioners present to be aware that the future of the LHFIG in the new financial
year is unsure, this is where funding has come from in the past for phases of the footpath. MM
reassured AG and the parishioners that he has been researching this and that if the parish council
applied for substantive bids and split the Upavon Road footpath into three phases, then the parish
council could potentially only have to contribute 10% towards the project. TM suggested that the
project should also include replanting of a hedge. MM asked the councillors if he could take
responsibility for the project moving forward and attend future LHFIG meetings to discuss the
project. All councillors agreed that MM would attend LHFIG meetings alongside AG and lead the
North Newnton footpath project on behalf of the parish council.

Update from Wiltshire Councillor Paul Oatway: No update as apologies given by Paul Oatway.

Projects:

15.1: North Newnton footpath project — progress discussed as part of parishioners questions.
15.2: IT Policy — The draft policy had been circulated to councillors prior to the meeting, some
small edits have been made. AG proposed to approve the policy, seconded by RiC and all voted
in favour. ACTION: RC to publish new IT policy on the website. ASAP.

15.3: Rushall Road SIDs location — TM informed those present that the new SID (speed
indicative device) on Rushall Road in North Newnton has received a positive response, however
there has been one complaint from a resident regarding it’s current location. TM explained that a
meeting was held prior to the installation of the SID to decide on the best possible location that did
not hinder visibility of the footpath entrance and is not within 100m of a speed limit change. TM
has changed the angle of the SID slightly so that the light is not shining so much in the direction of
the houses, if this does not solve the problem then the parish council will look into getting a shield.
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It is not ideal to get a shield as they are vulnerable to breaking and to the wind, they can also
affect the sensors on the device. The parish council do not want to re-position the SID as the
position was considered the safest possible spot, so the SID will be removed if there are any
further complaints after possible remedial action taken.,

15.4: Entry gates to North Newnton — AG reported that this is a work in progress, the gates on
Upavon Road in North Newnton will likely be approved at the next LHFIG meeting in May, so
should be installed in the summer.

15.5: Speed limits in North Newnton — RiC and DB both reported that the speed limits entering
Hilcott from either end are dangerous and asked AG to apply the methods being used for North
Newnton to help the residents of Hilcott. AG agreed that this would be a good idea and informed
those present of what is happening regarding potential speed limit reductions in the area. AG had
requested a speed survey be carried out on Upavon Road in North Newnton and this is likely to
be approved at the next LHFIG meeting in July. AG has asked for the data to be analysed as
though the speed limit was reduced, rather than looking at the number of vehicles that are
travelling over the current 40mph speed limit. If this is successful in helping to reduce the speed
limit to 30mph on this stretch of road, then the same method could be applied to Hilcott. ACTION:
TM to present SIDs data from Upavon Road at the next meeting. 18/05/2026. RiC also pointed out
that the increase in farm traffic in Hilcott means that the current speed limit of 40mph is too fast.
AG also pointed out that on Upavon Road, the position of the 40mph sign could also be moved to
help drivers to slow down.

15.6: Pedestrian access to the ‘caravan field’ in North Newnton — this is not a possibility as
this is private land.

15.7: Proposed solar farms and wind turbines in local area — DB reported that Pewsey Green
are looking at ideas for how to improve the renewable energy available in the Vale of Pewsey.
There is a plan of potential sites in Pewsey and Manningford. The most popular idea was to install
solar panels on community building roofs and the power could benefit the community. At this
point, it was just idea gathering. There were some discussions about installing windmills in the
Vale of Pewsey, but there are obstacles like flight paths that may make the difficult.

Update from External Committees:

16.1 Hilcott Village Hall Committee: Carolyn Whistler was unable to attend the meeting, but
sent through this update that TM read out to those present:

Update for Hilcott Village Hall and Barnard Meadow

Another successful Race Night was held in February at Woodborough Social Club. Jockeys,
punters and all race goers had a fabulous time.

The race stewards worked very hard rolling the dice and keeping the horses in check.

We raised a wonderful £640 for Barnard Meadow. Thank you for all your support and donations.
Photos on the website - hilcottvillagehall.uk

Further fundraising events are in the pipeline including a community survey/questionnaire.

16.2 St James Church Committee: Jennifer Brisker invited everyone to attend a fundraising
event on Friday 27t March 2026 with Titanic memorabilia auctioneer Tim Moulton speaking, all
proceeds will go to the church fund. Planning permission has been granted for a toilet to be built
at the Church, there is a temporary toilet that can be used in the meantime.

Finance

17.1: Bank reconciliation.

Current balances 1st March 2026: Community account: £4530.81. Reserve account: £18,482.54
(£12,800 ringfenced for North Newnton Footpath Project).

Payments made in February: HMRC £499.80, Councillor expenses £105.16, Clerk expenses
£59.20, Defibrillator £1159.20, monthly bank charge £4.25, monthly email fee, £3.66, Community
grant £500.

17.2: Cheques to be ratified/online payments to be approved: February clerk expenses:
£26.40, HMRC £17.71.

Planning: no planning was submitted prior to this meeting.

Future Agenda Items:
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¢ Nomination of Chair and Vice Chair.
e Any residual from budget 2025/2026 to be potentially allocated to North Newnton
Footpath Project.
26/20 Future Meetings 2026:

External Meetings:

PCAP: 16" April 2026

LHFIG: 215t May 2026

Pewsey Area Board: 8" June 2026

Parish Council Meeting dates for 2026:

Monday 15" June 2026

Monday 27t July 2026

Monday 7" September 2026

Monday 19t October 2026 — Budget setting

Monday 7" December 2026 — Budget approval and Precept Setting

Parish Council Meeting: Monday 18" May 2026 - Annual Parish Meeting

Rosie Charnock, Clerk to NNPC clerk@nnpc.org.uk
Date Action Person
ASAP Email Mark Stansby to set up meeting to discuss North MM
Newnton footpath project.
ASAP Publish new IT policy on the website. RC
18/05/2026 Present SIDs data from Upavon Road at the next meeting. ™

Rosie Charnock, Clerk to NNPC clerk@nnpc.org.uk
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