
 

 

North Newnton Parish Council Meeting 
Meeting of the Parish Council, St James’ Church, North Newnton, 7pm Monday 15th December 2025  
Present: Cllr Tony Mulliken (TM, Chair), Cllr David Brisker (DB, Vice Chair), Cllr Andy Gray (AG), Cllr Mac McLean 
(MM), Cllr Paul Oatway (PO), Cllr Nataschia Schneider (NS), Cllr Richard Cook (RiC), Cllr Pat Hayward (PH), Rosie 
Charnock (RC, Clerk), 12 parishioners. 
 

25/60 
 
 
 
 
25/61 

Council Matters/Governance 
Absence apologies and declaration of interests. PH informed those present of an 
interest in item 25/67.1 which refers to his property. He will not take part in any votes 
regarding this item. 
 
Minutes: Minutes from Parish Council Meeting 27th October 2025, were approved. 
Matters Arising: 
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 Date Action Person Outcome 

15/12/2025 Bring SIDs data to 
present at next meeting. 
 

TM/AG Ongoing 

15/12/2025 Investigate the cost of 
two new SIDs on Upavon 
and Rushall Road. 

TM SIDs and poles purchased and 
now awaiting installation. 

18/02/2025 Find out about the 
possibility of white lines 
on the side of the road 
before the next LHFIG 
meeting. 

PO Ongoing 

 

Clerk 
/Chair 
 

25/62 Adjournment for Public Questions: 
A parishioner asked the council if they could discuss dog safety after the letter that 
was presented at the last meeting. TM referred to MM to talk to this matter, after an 
incident in North Newnton. MM explained that a dog had attacked another dog and 
it’s owner, the incident was reported to the police. MM felt that the Parish Council can 
do more to help with this. PO recommended that the council talk to Wiltshire Police 
again and ask for an update. 
A parishioner asked what the process is that leads to a road being resurfaced as they 
have noted that Astley Close in Pewsey has been resurfaced, yet Park Road in North 
Newnton has not been. PO explained that Wiltshire highways prioritise A, B and C 
roads rather than housing estates. 
A parishioner also asked if there was any more information about when the road 
between North Newnton and Honey Street will be resurfaced. PO answered that 
there were yellow signs up, suggesting that this would begin shortly in the new year. 
The parishioner also informed the council that the drains along this stretch of road are 
blocked and the bends flood when it rains. TM answered that the local ‘Floodbusters’ 
group will be meeting on 3rd January and will be clearing some gullies, North Newnton 
residents would be welcome to join this group. TM also explained that it was this 
group who completed the repainting of the phone box in Bottlesford. MM will canvas 
North Newnton residents in the Spring time to see if they would like the phone box 
returned to red, or whether they would prefer it to stay purple and silver. 
A parishioner asked if Floodbusters had the capability of clearing the drains. Another 
parishioner explained that the group dig small ditches that lead to the bigger ditches, 
alleviating the pressure on the blocked drains. PO reminded the council about the 
responsive gulley clearing system that Wiltshire Council operates. ACTION: RC to 
book responsive gully clearing system for road between North Newnton and Hilcott. 
ASAP 
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25/63 Update from Wiltshire Councillor Paul Oatway: 
PO updated those present on recent happenings in Wiltshire Council. Wiltshire 
Council will be spending between £6 to £8 million on refurbishing bus stops across 
the county between 2026 and 2031. The Nature Recovery Plan has 26 priorities 
backing rewilding, tree planting, orchards and hedge planting. There has been a 
proposal to build wind turbines in the county between Amesbury and Salisbury. PO 
will not be supporting this motion. Owners of second homes in the county will now be 
subject to council tax. Waste collection services will be under consultation to roll out a 

PO 
 



 

 

new schedule in 2027. It is being proposed that rubbish bins will be collected every 
three weeks and households will be provided with food waste bins. There will be 
checks on people’s black bins to ensure they are not putting food waste in them. 
There has been a lot of money invested in road improvements in the area and the 
road between North Newnton and Alton Barnes will be resurfaced shortly.  
Wiltshire, Somerset, Bournemouth and Dorset have proposed to become a devolved 
strategic authority with a mayor. The councils will still run, the difference will be that 
money is fed through the route of the mayor. The role of police crime commissioner 
will not remain, this job could now be fulfilled by a mayor or will come down to the 
police. The government aim to merge police forces so that there are fewer than ten 
police forces in the country. 

 
 

Projects: 
64.1 Brown tourist signs for North Newnton Church and Hilcott Cemetery: TM 
asked Rob Marsh to speak to this item as he had emailed into the parish council 
about this matter previously. He will have a look at the costs of this and email TM with 
what he finds out. The parish council can vote on this item when they know the costs. 
64.2 Improved access to St James’ Church with adequate drainage: TM checked 
with PO that this road is unadopted and therefore it’s condition is the responsibility of 
the landowner.  A Parishioner noted that Wiltshire Council have worked on the bridge 
before, PO answered that this is because they are responsible for the river and 
therefore need to keep bridges in a good enough state of repair. DB reported that 
there is a similar issue being reported on another unadopted road, Stitchings Lane, 
where residents have asked whether the parish council could make a financial 
contribution towards fixing the pot holes on this road. TM suggested that the local 
residents come up with a cost and then present this to the parish council, before they 
can make a decision on this. ACTION: RiC to talk to the residents of Stitchings Lane 
about the road surface repairs. 09/02/2026. ACTION: TM to talk to the owner of the 
Red Lion who is having construction completed, with vehicles travelling up Stitchings 
Lane as they may be able to help with road surfacing. 09/02/2026. 
64.3 New SIDs for North Newnton (including SIDs data from parish SIDs): TM 
confirmed that new SIDs has been purchased for North Newnton, the positioning of 
these have been thought about very carefully so that they will advise drivers as they 
come around the bend onto the straight, one on Upavon Road and one coming into 
North Newnton on Rushall Road, the current SID will also be moved from a telegraph 
pole onto a proper post. AG and TM have completed site visits and have given the 
installers the ‘what3words’ locations. MM warned that on Rushall Road there are all 
sorts of cables under the road and the installers should be careful. A parishioner 
advised that you can buy a device to help you with this, he forwarded TM the details 
of this.  
64.4: Repeater signs (40mph) on Upavon Road in North Newnton: MM told those 
present that the repeater signs are faded away on Upavon Road. AG will report this 
to LHFIG. 
64.5: North Newnton footpath project: MM referred to Mrs Ben-Raba to update the 
council on behalf of the residents of Upavon Road, North Newnton. After emailing the 
landowner of the field opposite the properties, Mr Wookey, she met with him to 
discuss the project. He was sympathetic to the residents and agreed to having the 
footpath on his side of the road as it would not impact farm productivity and would 
make a big difference to the residents. The next step will be to have a site meeting 
with Wiltshire Highways and Mr Wookey. The parish council expressed gratitude to 
Mrs Ben-Raba for all that she has achieved to help to keep this project moving 
forward. AG has filled in a form for the project with LHFIG, he will pass Mr Wookey’s 
details onto Mark Stansby and the costings can be looked at again. AG has also filled 
out a form to request that the speed limit on Upavon Road be reduced from 40mph to 
30mph. A parishioner also noted that the speed limit signs coming into North 
Newnton on Upavon Road are not visible at the moment, as some trees need cutting 
back. The parish steward was asked to do this, but the work was not completed. 
64.6: New signage related to the footpath in Bottlesford around the field: NS 
spoke to all present regarding the crops at the VitaCress farm in Bottlesford, which 
currently has permissive footpaths around their fields. The crops grown at this farm 
are straight from field to plate, so any dog waste on the crops mean they have to be 
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quarantined and cannot be used. There is also a lot of dog waste on the paths, 
despite new bins being put up and emptied by the farm. NS is meeting with a 
conservationist on Thursday to discuss options going forward. Acoustic monitoring 
has found many rare species of land nesting birds are living at the farm and it is not 
safe for dogs to be chasing them either. The farm is asking dog owners to keep their 
dogs on the paths and to pick up after them. New signs will be created to help with 
this. The parish council showed full support with this and acknowledged the benefit of 
having these fields available to walk around recognising it would be a loss to the 
community if they were no longer able to use these paths. PH suggested that the 
farm use the signs to remind people of all the positives of keeping the area clean, 
rather than just warning them of what might happen if they don’t. 
64.7: The Seven Stars, Bottlesford: PO updated everyone present of the plans and 
progress being made at The Seven Stars, Bottlesford.  The planning is being finalised 
before being submitted to Wiltshire Council for approval in the new year. The idea is 
to extend the patio at the front, move the car park to the side and to make the steps 
safer to access the pub. There will hopefully be a new dining room at the back and 
eventually camping pods in the grounds. Although the building is not listed, the 
heritage of the building will have to be respected and considered carefully. RiC hopes 
that the project will be successful and views it as a positive investment into the local 
area. He stated that the parish is lucky to have this opportunity to keep a local pub 
and should support this project however possible. The project team from The Seven 
Stars could potentially come and present at a parish council meeting in the future. TM 
also reported that he spoke to the owner and they have agreed to put in new gates on 
the footpath. 
64.8: Gates to North Newnton: AG has put a request into LHFIG for gates on 
Upavon Road on the entrance into North Newnton. 
 

Update from External Committees: 

65.1 Hilcott Village Hall Committee: Carolyn Whistler was unable to attend the 

meeting but sent through this update, which was read out by TM: 

 

Our AGM was held on 15 November. We have had inevitable planning delays with 

doubling up on an Environmental Assessment Report necessary to comply with the 

Government NPPF. Hopefully this will be the final hurdle we face and planning 

permission will be granted. Our heartfelt thanks for your pateince. We wish to assure 

everyone that, despite the delays, we are fully committed to Barnard Meadow and 

firmly believe it will prove a beneficial tool in bringing the three communities within our 

parish together. 

 

65.2 St James Church Committee: No update given at this meeting. 

 

Finance 

66.1: Precept setting for 2026/2027: Based on previous budgeting discussions TM 

proposed that the precept is not raised this year, MM seconded this proposal and all 

voted in favour of this. ACTION: RC to apply for the precept to remain at £16,200 for 

the year 2026/2027. ASAP.  

66.2: Bank reconciliation: Current balances: Community account: £13,539.58. 

Reserve account: £18,455.98 (£12,800 ringfenced for North Newnton Footpath 

Project). 

Payments made in November: £40 venue hire for meetings, £3.75 monthly email fee, 

£4.75 monthly bank charge, £393.05 SIDs posts, £386.15 Clerk salary. Income in 

December: £400 election fee refund from Wiltshire Council. 

66.3: Cheques to be ratified/online payments to be approved:  £31 Clerk 

September expenses, £4 Clerk October expenses, £20 venue hire for meeting, 

£36.87 Clerk November expenses, £35 grass cutting, Elancity SIDs: £5400. 

 

Estimated balances after these costs: £8012.71 



 

 

 

 

Planning 

67.1: PL/2025/09513 and PL/2025/09440: demolition of existing rotten 

conservatory and replacing with single storey extension. Chestnut Cottage, 

Hilcott: TM referred to the owner of the property, who was present, to tell everyone 

about the project. He explained that this application is to replace an existing rotten 

conservatory with an extension, this is the seventh application for a similar extension. 

The parish council has never objected to any of the plans. The resident told those 

present that they have told planning that they will be completely flexible as to what 

materials are used on the roof and the outside of the extension. If the plans are not 

approved this time then it will go to committee. PO offered his support to the resident 

with this application. TM proposed that the parish council offer no objection to this 

application, seconded by AG, all voted in favour. ACTION: RC to comment ‘no 

objection’ on PL/2025/09513 and PL/2025/09440 ASAP 

67.2: Proposed section 116 application: Highway adjacent to Cherry Tree 

House, Rushall Road, North Newnton. TM asked PH to update those present as to 

what this application refers to. Cherry Tree House is owned by PH and whilst 

discussing shrubbery on the outskirts of his land with Wiltshire Highways it was 

discovered that there is still a right of way in the corner of his garden. This had been 

missed by Wiltshire Council in the past as well as two sets of solicitors. PH’s solicitors 

are now working with Wiltshire Council to resolve this and this is what this proposal 

refers to. TM proposed that the parish council approve this proposal, DB seconded 

this and all voted in favour. PH abstained from the vote. 

 

Future Agenda Items: 

 

• Community grant application approval – one application received. 

 

Future Meetings 2025: 

 

External Meetings: 

PCAP: Thursday 15th January 2026 

LHFIG: Wednesday 18th February 2026 

Pewsey Area Board: 9th March 2026 

 

Parish Council Meeting: Monday 9th February 2026 

 

Rosie Charnock, Clerk to NNPC clerk@nnpc.org.uk 

 Date Action Person 

ASAP Book responsive gully clearing system for road between 
North Newnton and Hilcott.  

RC 

09/02/2026 Talk to the residents of Stitchings Lane about the road 
surface6repairs.  

RiC 

09/02/2026 Talk to the owner of the Red Lion who is having 
construction completed, with vehicles travelling up 
Stitchings Lane as they may be able to help with road 
surfacing.  

TM 

ASAP Comment ‘no objection’ on PL/2025/09513 and 
PL/2025/09440 ASAP 

RC 

ASAP Apply for the precept to remain at £16,200 for the year 
2026/2027.  

RC 

Rosie Charnock, Clerk to NNPC clerk@nnpc.org.uk 
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