
 

 

North Newnton Parish Council Meeting 

Meeting of the Parish Council, The Seven Stars, Bottlesford, 7pm Monday 9th September 2024  

Present: Cllr Tony Mulliken (TM, Chair), Cllr David Brisker (DB, Vice-Chair), Cllr Richard Cook (RiC), Cllr Andy 

Gray (AG), Cllr Nataschia Schneider (NS), Cllr Pat Hayward (PH), Cllr Paul Oatway (PO), Rosie Charnock 

(RC, Clerk), 6 parishioners. 

24/40 Council Matters/Governance 
Absence apologies and declaration of interests. Apologies from PH who will be late 
to the meeting due to childcare commitments. No new interests declared. 

Chair 
 
 
 
 

24/41 Minutes: 
 Minutes approved from Parish Council Meeting 3rd June 2024.Matters Arising: 

Date Action Person Outcome 

09/09/2024 Find costings of 
replacing Hilcott sign.  

AG and 
NS 

AG was communicating with 
the company and will chase 
them up for a quote to fix the 
broken sign. 
The misspelt Hilcott sign is 
due to be removed by 
Wiltshire Council. 

09/09/2024 Put new Hilcott sign 
costings discussion and 
approval on agenda for 
next meeting.  

RC Complete 

24/07/2024 Use ‘whatthreewords’ 
app to identify precise 
locations of increased 
signage needed in 
Hilcott for AG to present 
at next LHFIG meeting.  
 

RiC RiC will do this ASAP and 
pass on the information to 
AG. 

09/09/2024 Ask highway engineer 
where gates could 
safely be installed 
across the parish.  

AG AG reminded those present 
about how many entrances 
to the hamlets in this parish 
there are. The gates are 
expensive, perhaps there is 
an alternative? A parishioner 
suggested looking at 
alternative materials such as 
composite gates.  
ACTION: RC to find prices 
of composite gates. 
18/11/2024 
DB pointed out that one of 
the problems that has 
stopped this project in the 
past is the lack of space on 
some of the verges at the 
entrances to the hamlets. 

24/07/2024 Ask at LHFIG what can 
be done to stop heavy 
good vehicles going 
through Bottlesford.  

AG DB explained that the 
biggest concern with this is 
that large vehicles turning 
into Bottlesford end up in the 
hedge next to the entrance 
of a house where children 
access a tutor.  
ACTION: Chair to liase with 
RC to compile an email or 
letter to local businesses 
asking them to remind 
delivery drivers of the 
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appropriate access routes. 
18/11/2024  
PO informed the council that 
he will bring up the issue at 
the next LHFIG Meeting. 
NS suggested that the sign 
could be moved as it is only 
visible once the vehicle has 
already turned into 
Bottlesford. 

ASAP Locate ‘new good 
councillors guide 
booklet’ to distribute to 
new councillors.  

RC Complete 

09/09/2024 Start approaching 
energy companies 
about grants to provide 
generators and a 
satellite phone.  

AG TM proposed that these 
measures are extreme and 
not essential. AG suggested 
that ensuring the Seven 
Stars has the electrical set 
up to run a generator would 
be a good investment. 
ACTION: AG to find out 
costings of setting up 
generator suitable 
connection at The Seven 
Stars 18/11/2024 

09/09/2024 Apply for grants to help 
fund new defibrillator.  

RC Complete 

09/09/2024 Ask Community 
Heartbeat about the 
amended quote for a 
new defibrillator. 

RC Complete 

09/09/2024 Put agreeing costings 
for new defibrillator on 
agenda.  
 

RC Complete 

 
 

24/42 Adjournment for Public Questions. Questions from parishioners (3 minutes per 
questioner, 15 minutes allowance in total) 
A parishioner asked what more could be done to stop speeding through the parish. 
TM responded that the SIDs (Speed Indicative Devices) data has been collected 
and shows that the majority of cars do not speed through the area, but there are a 
few occasions, particularly late in the night at the weekend where a vehicle will 
come through the area at speeds in excess of 60mph. The council discussed some 
possible solutions, including a local presence on the roads at these times or a 
camera to discover the vehicles involved. ACTION: Find out costings of cameras 
for the roads AG. 18/11/2024 
A parishioner pointed out that the road surface conditions do slow drivers down, so 
when road surfaces are repaired, this may lead to more speeding in the area. 
David Benson reported on the work of the parish steward, the parish receives half 
a day of parish steward work once a month. This month the steward spent time 
removing ragwort from the verges in the area. He also cleared some rat holes and 
some foliage so that the bridge in Bottlesford can be painted by the local 
volunteers. David Benson reported frustrations that the gulleys will not be cleared 
because the road would need to be closed in order to do this.  
AG explained that the overhanging tree in Bottlesford has been visited and 
trimmed, but not taken down yet. AG suggested that when the road is closed for 
the tree cutting then that would be a good moment to also clear the gulleys. 
 

Chair 

24/43 Update from Wiltshire Councillor Paul Oatway 
PO updated those present on some of the new initiatives introduced by Wiltshire 
Council. Homes with combined incomes of less than £36,000 a year can receive 
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grants from the council to upgrade with their home’s heating and insulation. There 
are also grants available for families caring for children or adults with disabilities. 
Several thousand more homes need to be built in Wiltshire in the next 15 years. 
The new government guidelines mean that this could impact green belt areas and 
not just the ‘filling in’ that communities have seen up until now. Several hundred 
refugees are currently homed in Wiltshire, the majority of these are in military 
housing in areas such as Tidworth. Early release prisoners will be returned to their 
previous communities, but this will be monitored closely by Wiltshire Police. 
The director for highways admitted that the Vale of Pewsey had the worst roads in 
the county and a lot of money has now been invested in improving this situation. A 
£14 million underspend from last year has also been added to the investment in 
improving the roads in the area. The evidence of this can already be seen on the 
roads in the local area. 
 

24/44 Update from External Committees: 
44.1 Hilcott Village Hall Committee 
Carolyn Whistler emailed this update to the council prior to the meeting: 
“We held two successful events in June and July for awareness raising and 
fundraising for our project. We welcomed Kay Montgomery as our Treasurer, which 
is wonderful as she will bring her professional skills and knowledge to help our 
dedicated team with our journey and community goals for the parish and beyond. 
  
Hilcott Village Hall and Barnard Meadow are fundraising for a small car park, 
community garden and play area. 
We are launching a photographic competition in September in three 
categories:Nature - plants, animals, landscapes, Art & Architecture - buildings, 
sculpture, machines, anything man-made, People - portraits, groups, and street 
scenes. The entry cost per photo is £1.  Entry forms and rules are available from 
Kay Montgomery, our Treasurer, on kay.montgomery10@yahoo.co.uk. Deadline 
for entries is Wednesday 6 November 2024. All photos submitted will be displayed 
at our AGM on Saturday 16 November 2024 (venue tbc) with winners 1st, 2nd, 3rd 
and Gold Stars with a special prize for the overall winner! Quiz Night on 2 
November 7 - 10.30 pm at Rushall Village Hall, the VH AGM on 16 November 11 
am - 12 noon (venue to be confirmed) and a Race Night on 15 February 2025  from 
7.30 - 9.30 pm at Woodborough Social Club (with bar!) 
 
 Website: hilcottvillagehall.uk 
 
44.2 St James Church Committee 
DB reported on behalf of the St James Church Committee. The glass doors are 
now installed in the church and they look great, letting a lot of light into the building. 
The church is still waiting on approval to move the font, but they have received 
approval to put the pews on wheels to allow them to be moved around depending 
on what the space is being used for. There is also permission to install a 
kitchenette in the building. There is a dog show and treasure trove event on 
Saturday 14th September, and volunteers will be needed to help set up for this on 
the Thursday and Friday evening. The money raised from this will be used to help 
repair the church roof. 
44.3 Clerk’s Report 
RC reported that she has been away for a lot of the summer, but has managed to 
keep up to date with emails and responded to any queries. 
The finances have been put on the website after being approved by the internal 
auditor. 
Emergency hub: RC has kept up correspondence with the First Aid training 
instructor to hopefully arrange a date for free local first aid training to happen, with 
the aim of some people volunteering to have their names on the parish emergency 
plan. The Wiltshire Emergency hub people now have the information for The Seven 
Stars and it will be listed as the emergency hub for this area. RC has applied for a 
couple of grants that can help with defibrillator costs, the responses for these 
should be coming back in October 2024. Pewsey Area Board might be able to help 
too, once the council know an exact cost then it can be raised with them. There are 
some quotes to approve today. 
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24/45 External Meetings: 
 
PH arrived at the meeting 8.18pm 
PCAP 18th July 2024: PH reported that the main topic at this meeting was 
Wiltshire Highways and whether to ask the council for a vote of no confidence. This 
was voted against as those present have seen an improvement in road conditions 
over the last few weeks and understand that there are other works that will be 
taking place over the next few months. PCAP did write a letter to Wiltshire 
Highways on behalf of parish councils expressing their concern about the road 
conditions that the area has been experiencing and communicating their 
frustrations at the Wiltshire reporting system, which does not seem effective. 
 
LHFIG 24th July 2024: AG reported that the signage for Bottlesford was agreed at 
LHFIG and is now installed in the area. The next phase of the North Newnton 
footpath has been delayed by a couple of weeks, but is scheduled to be started in 
March 2025. 
 

Chair 
 

24/46 Planning: PL/2024/07591. Chestnut Cottage, Hilcott.  
Proposal:  
Removal of single storey kitchen extension, convert garage to new kitchen with 
utility room at north end and provide new single storey link between north end of 
house and garage. Provide detached workshop in south west corner of site. 
 
Councillors had viewed the documents regarding this planning prior to the meeting. 
No objections were raised to this application. 
ACTION: RC to comment on planning with ‘no objection’ on behalf of North 
Newnton Parish Council. 17/09/2024 
 

Clerk 

24/47 47.1: Bank reconciliation. Balances on 29th July 2024: Treasurers Account: 
£13,635.53, Business Account: £18,239.98 (£12,800 ringfenced for North 
Newnton footpath project). Large expenditures: Grass cutting: £105, WALC annual 
subscription: £198.25, Speed sign on Broad Street £150, Clerk salary: £370.84 
 
47.2: Cheques to be ratified/online payments to be approved:  £20 to Seven 
Stars for venue hire, £36.95 July Clerk expenses, annual website fee £275, Hilcott 
cemetery contribution £200 
 
47.3: Budget aims for 2025/2026 to be included in draft budget.  
TM opened this discussion up to parishioners and asked them for some 
suggestions as to what they would like the budget to be spent on. Some ideas 
were: 

• Allocate money to fix styles and gates in the area. 

• Allocate money for composite entrance gates. 

• Allocate money for donations for fixing the church roof. 

• Allocate money as a donation towards the Hilcott Village Hall fund. 

• Allocate money to be available as a grant to help local people when 
needed. 

ACTION: RC to prepare draft budget for approval at the next meeting. 11/11/2024 
 

 

24/48 Projects: 
48.1: Review of Parish Welcome Pack 2022 available on website. It was agreed 
that no changes are needed. ACTION: RC to update the review date on the 
welcome pack 18/11/2024. 
48.2: Emergency Plan. This was discussed previously in the meeting. Date for 
parish first aid training. Parishioners present would be keen to participate in first aid 
training. ACTION: RC/TM to confirm date for first aid training and advertise 
accordingly. ASAP. 
48.3: New Defibrillator for The Seven Stars in Bottlesford. Item delayed until 
next meeting, as waiting for grant approval due in October 2024. ACTION: RC put 
defibrillator quotes onto next agenda 18/11/2024 
NS reported that the defibrillator at the Woodbridge Inn needs new pads soon. 
ACTION: RC to order new pads for the Woodbridge Inn defibrillator ASAP. 

Chair 



 

 

48.4: Road signage project. Phase 1 and 2 of new road markings with the aim to 
reduce speed. Discussed previously in the meeting. 
48.5: Hilcott signage quotes. Discussed previously in the meeting, remain on 
agenda for next meeting. ACTION: RC put Hilcott signage quotes onto next 
agenda 18/11/2024 
 

24/49 
 
 
24/50 

Future Agenda Items: any items to be discussed at the next parish council 
meeting should be raised here. (Discuss) 
 
Future Meetings 2024: 
External Meetings: 
Pewsey Area Board: 23rd September 2024 
LHFIG: 9th October 2024 AG 
PCAP: 17th October 2024 PH 
 
Parish Council Meeting.  
Monday 18th November 2024 
 

Date Action Person 

18/11/2024 Find costings of composite gates to hamlets  RC 

18/11/2024 Chair to liaise with RC to compile an email or letter 
to local businesses asking them to remind delivery 
drivers of the appropriate access routes.  

 
TM/RC 

18/11/2024 Find out costings of setting up generator suitable 
connection at The Seven Stars. 

AG 

18/11/2024 Find out costings of cameras for the roads.  AG 

17/09/2024 Comment on planning (PL/2024/07591) with ‘no 
objection’ on behalf of North Newnton Parish 
Council.  

RC 

18/11/2024 Update the review date on the welcome pack. RC 

ASAP Confirm date for first aid training and advertise 
accordingly.  

TM/RC 

18/11/2024 Put defibrillator quotes onto next agenda. RC 

18/11/2024 Put Hilcott signage quotes onto next agenda. RC 

 
18/11/2024 

Prepare draft budget for approval at the next 
meeting. 

RC 

ASAP Order new pads for the Woodbridge Inn defibrillator. 
 

RC 

 
 
 
Rosie Charnock, Clerk to NNPC clerk@nnpc.org.uk  

Chair 
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