North Newnton Parish Council Meeting

Monday 4" December 2023 at 7pm at The Seven Stars, Bottlesford

Present: Clir David Brisker (DB) (Vice Chairman), Clir Tony Mulliken (Vice Chairman), Clir Andy Gray (AG).

Minutes

In attendance: Parish Clerk Rosie Charnock (RC), two parishioners

23/ Matters of the Council
73 Absence, apologies and declaration of interests.
DB nominated TM to chair the meeting, seconded by AG, all voted in favour.
No registers of interest declared.
Apologies received from TE due to work commitments and PH due to childcare commitments. CW
(chair of Hilcott Village Hall Committee sent apologies due to personal commitments)
23/74 Minutes: Approval of minutes from 30" October 2023. Matters arising:

Minutes approved with a new action:
ACTION: RC to email again regarding replacement signs in Hilcott.

ACTION: RC to email PO to ask for advice for how to apply for LHFIF funding for increased signage

in Bottlesford.

Date Action Person | Outcome

04/12/2023 | Email again regarding the | RC Complete, awaiting reply, will
Hilcott replacement sign. chase up again.

04/12/2023 | PO to email RC with advice | PO/RC | Ongoing, RC to email PO for
for how to apply for LHFIG advice.
funding for increased
signage in Bottlesford.

04/12/2023 | Draft a letter, to then be | DB Complete. DB shared the draft
approved by the council with the councillors present. All
before sending to Danny approved the letter. ACTION:
Kruger to request that the DB to email the letter.
reduction of VAT for pubs
be discussed in parliament.

04/12/2023 | Put youth café details on | RC Complete
the website.

04/12/2023 | Email Pewsey Parish Clerk | RC Complete, reply from Pewsey
regarding this food bank clerk, who was unsure about
project, to see if a donation which food bank this was
would be accepted and referring to. ACTION: To find out
whether St. James would food bank donation details. AG.
be a useful location to use.

04/12/2023 | Discuss shrubbery cutting | DB Complete. DB has discussed
with David Benson to with David Benson, who directs
discover who gave the Parish Steward, he does not
permission to cut back the know about this action, this
plants on Rushall Road suggests that it was a local
near North Newnton. direction given. It was later

discovered that Wiltshire
Highways had been asked to cut
back the shrubbery due to
visibility concerns.

04/12/2023 | Investigate costs of hosting | RIC Ongoing
a first aid course and then
put costs onto 2024/2025
draft budget.

04/12/2023 | Put grants for SIDS mains | RC Complete
power supply on next
agenda.

23/75 Adjournment to the public for questions: Natasha from Vitacress reported on some issues to the




parish council. She reported that there are lots of vehicles parking on the verges causing problems
for larger vehicles trying to access the farm. There are lots of conservation schemes underway in
the area and dogs being walked there can cause disruption to the habitats of these animals. The
other big issue is the amount of dog waste that is left on the ground. The products grown on the farm
are supposed to be ready to eat, and therefore cannot be contaminated with faeces. When
colleagues from the farm have approached people about the parking or the picking up after their
dogs, they have on occasion been rude and unwilling to change their behaviours. Vitacress are
currently commissioning some signs to go up in the local area informing locals of the conservation
schemes and what they are trying to achieve, it is hoped that this will help this situation.

AG suggested putting some large rocks on the verge to deter people from parking there. Natasha
informed the council that there had been council signs there previously but they were found thrown
in the hedge. TM asked if there were any dog waste bins in the area, and Natasha responded that
there were not currently. TM suggested that the parish council put some dog waste bins to help with
the dog waste problem. AG suggested that this could be potentially collected by the refuse collectors
if they were placed on their route. The council and Natasha decided that there were three locations
that would benefit from a dog waste bin. ACTION: RC to email PO about how to order council dog
waste bins. 22/01/2024. Natasha explained that people have said that controlling the dog poo is a
waste of time when there are birds and other wildlife that could contaminate crops, but she explained
that when an area of crop is contaminated with animal faeces a whole section of crop is unable to
be harvested, so reducing this risk is really important. The conservation work continues at Vitacress
and the hope for the future is that there will be an app where walkers in the area can log what wildlife
they have spotted, this is still a work in progress. The council thanked Natasha for her time and for
all her hard work in conserving the local nature, they also reported that locals like walking on the
farmland so they will do their best to support her with this.

John had previously emailed the council regarding flooding outside his house between Hilcott and
the Woodbridge Inn. John explained to the councillors present that the gulley opposite his house
gets blocked frequently and causes water to run down his driveway towards his house, risking
flooding. John reported that flooding has only be narrowly avoided due to help from the fire brigade
and a local farmer helping to pump out the water. John reported that Wiltshire Council have done
nothing to help with this situation. The drains in the road are insufficient to take the water when it
rains heavily. Even if the drain is clear, it is not sufficient as debris is constantly filling — that single
drain cannot cope. John would like the parish council to provide him with some flood road warning
signs to use to encourage drivers to slow down and cause less of a wave of water down his driveway.
TM explained that he was now acting as flood warden after Sean Devine left the parish council. He
told John that there were some signs in a container at the Woodbridge Inn. DB was not sure whether
these were still there and what condition they would be in. He told John that there were other areas
in the parish that also experience the same problem and that he has tried to contact Wiltshire Council
about six times regarding this and has had no response. John explained that he has bought two
pumps, so he is able to sort the problem to a certain extent himself, however he feels that some
road signage would really help with the cars making the problem worse. John explained that PO has
been extremely supportive and helpful in this matter, to which he is extremely grateful.

DB had discussed these issues with David Benson who informs the parish steward of what jobs
need attending to around the parish. DB informed everyone present that the parish steward works
for a contractor and visits the parish for half a day, once a month, but factors such as training courses
and annual leave can impact this. The current priority is drainage. The parish steward can trim
hedges, fill small pot holes and clear gullies. Many of the gullies in the parish have been filled for
years and the parish steward is unable to clear the pipes between the gullies. Many roadside ditches
have not been cleared for a long time, it is unclear whether this is a parish council responsibility or
the landowner’s responsibility. The difference that the parish steward can make with these problems
is relatively small.

Natasha reported that the farm is trying to work out whether they are allowed to stop traffic in order
to clear the roadsides. They are willing to use their workers and machinery but are not sure if they
are allowed to control traffic while they do this. ACTION: RC to email PO to find out whether road
side clearing could be carried out by local farmers.

The council reassured John that they will endeavour to obtain some flood signage for use outside
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his property in the hope that this will help. They also encouraged him to keep approaching Wiltshire
Council and raising the issue.
ACTION: RC to contact Highways about providing flood signage. ASAP

Update from Wilts Pewsey Vale West Councillor Paul Oatway QPM: Unfortunately, PO was
unable to attend this meeting.

Updates from committees:

1. Hilcott Village Hall Committee: CW was unable to attend the meeting, so in her absence the
chair’s report from the recent AGM was read out:

“We have had a good year with progress on Barnard Meadow. The project team for Barnard Meadow
and the hall have been meeting regularly and have come up with new design proposals. We are
continuing to pursue grants for both the village hall rebuild and Barnard Meadow, and again we have
posted the news on the website, which | encourage everyone to visit. The link is
www.hilcottvillagehall.uk . A lady from the National Lottery visited us this time last year, following our
big for a grant for the village hall rebuild, and gave us encouragement and pointers. Her suggestion
was to concentrate on raising funds for Barnard Meadow to give us leverage for the village hall, as
any award from the National Lottery Community Fund has to be match funded if a capital cost. We
secured match funding for the fencing and gates for Barnard Meadow from the Pewsey Area Board.
Other contributions came from the selling of the old tables and chairs from the hall, and from the
tiles found in Barnard Meadow. Also, small amounts through AmazonSmile and Easy fundraising,
the quiz night and donations. A bid was made to the other arm of the National Lottery funding
programme awards for all for the community space/garden section of the land. In August we heard
that our application could not be taken forward at that time as it did not meet one of the criteria
regarding community involvement. To consider offering us a grant we needed to involve community
members although we had produced several updates and newsletters in the past three years. Hence
the recent survey to all residents in the parish. Thanks to everybody who has responded...55 good
result! We are currently digesting and collating the results and will keep you informed. Many people
ticked the box for village events, so we could have an aim to have one in June next year for the 80™
anniversary of D-Day. Based on the survey results and other criteria, we shall consider reapplying.
An interesting development is that just this month the ‘awards for all’ sum available for projects has
risen from £10,000 to £40,000. Covid hit charities badly in terms of fundraising, although we are now
persevering with give as you live donations and easy fundraising for online shopping. Details of how
you can help is on our website. Link as before. Sue Chillcott has agreed to be our fundraising
manager. We are looking for a treasurer as Paula and | have been carrying out this function and
need some help now. Finally, | would like to thank my fellow trustees and committee, Madeline,
Malcolm, Paula (for hospitality at Ivy Cottage and refreshments), Mac and Amy, and Richard Cook,
Robert Chillcott for his help with the website and accounts, Rob Marsh with help technical expertise,
Sue Chillcott with fresh ideas, Tim Gent for clearing the site and other friends of the hall, newsletter
deliverers, stalwart volunteers too numerous to mention. Lastly, our project team of Malcolm and
Mac, ably led by Patrick, our architect and manager and Susie for her support.”

2. St James’s Church Committee: DB reported on behalf of this committee. The church is hoping
to hear more news about developments in turning the church into more of a community hub in
January. The committee will let the parish council know of any developments in this area. This
Christmas the Church is supporting two local charities: Devizes Open Doors and Home Start North
Wiltshire. DB suggested that the parish council could make a donation to these charities rather than
to the foodbank. AG acknowledged that these charities were worthy, but felt that the local foodbank
might be more useful to some residents in the parish. TM proposed that the parish council make two
donations, one of £100 to St. James’s Church Christmas fund for these two charities and one of
£100 to the Pewsey foodbank. All voted in favour.

3. Clerk’s Report: RC gave this report to those present:
“Since the last meeting | have been working on the community resilience plan and a version is ready
to go onto the website, there are some details missing but these can be added in time. | think it is
important that it is made public before the Cold months.
| have been corresponding with St. John’s Ambulance to try to set up a community first aid training
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session, but it is more difficult than it seems. They have provided me with a quote for £50 per person
to travel to a location for training. Community sessions can be booked, but they need details such
as date, location and numbers before a quote can be given. | will have a look at other potential
providers such as Wiltshire Air Ambulance or The Red Cross?

| have phoned HMRC regarding Clerk income tax and they recommended setting up variable income
tax payments, where the correct amount would be automatically taken each month. Once | have
made the next quarterly payment, | will try to set that up.”

Update from external meetings:
Pewsey Area Board: 27" November 2023. TE. Unfortunately, TE was unable to attend tonight’s
meeting.

Planning: PL/2023/09515: Butts Farm, North Newnton, Pewsey, SN9 6LA

Formation of a driveway leading to an existing secondary access onto Broad Street, the blocking up
and planting of the existing primary access, and the erection of a gate and fencing. All councillors
had reviewed the planning proposal and were in agreement that there should be no comments
regarding this. North Newnton Parish Council supports this application.

Projects:

1: North Newnton Footpath update: TE confirmed to councillors prior to the meeting that at the
Pewsey Area Board meeting they approved the recent LH&FIG recommendation to contribute
£8,000 of highways funding for phase 3 of the North Newnton footpath, matched by using the last of
the section 106 developer deposit money.

2: Progress in changing stiles on footpaths at the back of the Seven Stars, Bottlesford to
gates to improve access. Replacement of stiles between Gores Lane and the Railway bridge.
Item postponed until next meeting when RiC can comment.

3: Discuss presenting ‘Horses signs’ to the next LHFIG meeting. Item postponed until PO and
RC have emailed regarding this process.

4: Community Resilience Plan. Discussed in actions, this will appear on the website as a working
document shortly.

5: Grants: Item to be discussed when more councillors are present.

Finance:

1: Bank reconciliation: Balances on 31st October 2023: £12,039.76 and £18,062.94 (£12,800
allocated to the North Newnton Footpath Project). Large expenditures: Solar panel fitting to SIDs
£200, grass cutting £120, Clerk pay £346.56, HMRC quarterly income tax £240.60.

2: Cheques and online payments to be approved: £20 for hire of The Seven Stars for Parish
Council meeting, £370.84 Clerk pay, £169.71 Clerk pay award.
Expected balance after future payments: £11,479.21

3: 2024/2025 budget approval: AG proposed that the council increase the precept by 7%, having
not increased it for a few years it needs to increase due to inflation. All voted in favour. The new
precept will be £16,200, increasing from £15,000.

Future Agenda ltems:
¢ New discussion about the speed settings on the SIDs in the parish.

Future Meetings:
LHFIG: 315 January 2024. TE to attend.

PCAP: 18™ January 2024.

Parish Council Meeting: Monday 22" January 2024



Rosie Charnock, Clerk to NNPC clerk@nnpc.org.uk

Date Action Person

22/01/2024 Email again regarding replacement signs in Hilcott. RC

22/01/2024 Email PO to ask for advice for how to apply for LHFIG | RC
funding for increased signage in Bottlesford.

22/01/2024 Email the letter to Danny Kruger regarding hospitality VAT | DB
rates.

ASAP Find out food bank donation details for Pewsey area. AG

22/01/2024 Email PO about how to order council dog waste bins. RC

22/01/2024 Email PO to find out whether road side clearing could be | RC
carried out by local farmers.

ASAP Contact Highways about providing flood signage. ASAP RC
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