
Neighbourhood	Plan
Summary	of	Activity	So	Far

Since	October	2015	everyone	in	the	Parish	of	North	Newnton has	had	the	
chance	to	give	their	views	and	opinions	about	what	they	believe	is	
important	for	our	community.		We	have	gathered	this	info	in	the	following	
ways:

• Parish	Questionnaire	– October	2015
• Community	consultation	(Hilcott Village	Hall)	– May	2017
• Community	consultation	(Woodbridge	Inn	Pub)	– July	2017	

The	total	number	of	people	attending	the	community	events	was	45,	and	
77	people	responded	to	the	Parish	Council	questionnaire.		The	
information	gathered	is	being	used	to	shape	the	Neighbourhood	Plan	for	
our	Parish.		

The	results	in	full	are	detailed	under	‘Community	Engagement’	on	our	
Parish	website	nnpc.org.uk and	the	conclusions	are	below.

CONCLUSIONS:

• We	care	very	much	about	our	natural	environment	and	open	views.

• North	Newnton is	more	open	to	new	building	than	the	other	villages,	
however	in	general	there	is	some	support	for	balanced	development.	

• We	are	very	disturbed	by	traffic,	in	terms	of	speed	and	pedestrian	
safety.

• We	have	a	good	community	spirit	and	would	like	it	to	be	even	better.

The	first	step	is	to	use	this	information	to	create	our	Vision	and	
Objectives,	which	is	a	critical	part	of	the	Neighbourhood	Plan.		Everything	
we	do	going	forward	will	stem	from	this.
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1. October – November, 2017 
 
‘We like things just the way they are” has been said by a number of people in Bottlesford 
and Hilcott.  (North Newnton wants more change.) 
 
So, an exercise to focus on the buildings of all kinds in our Parish, and the spaces in between 
them, is what comes next in the Neighbourhood Plan process. 
 
Planners call it a village character assessment and it is a description, done by us, of each 
village, setting out what makes it a place we want to live. 
 
This was done for an area in Hilcott in 1994 when it became a “conservation area.” It’s a 
lovely description and you can see it on the Parish website: www.nnpc.org.uk.  We can have 
descriptions like that in our Neighbourhood Plan for the rest of Hilcott, and for Bottlesford 
and North Newnton. 
 
The Steering Group and Place Studio, our external adviser, have adapted the standard 
questionnaire and there is one for each village.  Instructions are on the forms along with a 
map for each village. 
 
Volunteers in each of the 3 villages have come forward to lead on this and each will be given 
forms and maps to give to neighbours.  If you’d like to take part and haven’t received a form 
from a neighbour, you’ll find them on the Parish website and at The Woodbridge Inn and 
The Seven Stars.  Or contact Fenella Rouse (Steering Group rep.)  07818 233 225 or 
arkbottlesford@gmail.com  who’ll be able to give you forms and maps. 
 
Other villages have told us it’s fun to do and, if we do it, we can have descriptions of all 3 
villages and the land in between, to guide any future planning that might be suggested at 
any time. 
 
 
We ask you to return the forms and maps to the Parish Council Postbox, Hilcott Village Hall, 
SN9 6LE by 20th November, 2017. 
 
 

2. December, 2017 
 
Affordable housing* has been mentioned as something some of us would like to see more 
of in our Parish. Wiltshire Council asks every community making a Neighbourhood Plan to 
distribute a form (called a Housing Needs Survey) to each household in the Plan area, in our 
case, the Parish. Wiltshire Council decides on the timing and we are asked to distribute the 
forms at the end of November and beginning of December, with a return date of the end of 
December. The forms will give us all a chance to say whether we or anyone in our family 
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