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SITE ASSESSMENT TOOLKIT
Adapted for North Newnton 
AN OVERALL ‘HOW’
· Each site would ideally be assessed by a small group of 3/4 people. 
· The approach we prefer is for 1 member of the Steering Group to take 1 site each and to then find 2 or 3 other people to go and look at the site together.

· The others can usefully include someone who lives by/near a site but not more than 1. 

· For each site assessment, there are four forms to be completed.

· Read through all the forms before going out on site, just to be sure that it all makes sense.
· For forms B and C it is possible to fill in some information before going out, adding to, checking and perhaps changing this once actually looking at a site.
· For each site you will need copies for all in the survey group of the forms on pages 1-8 and some maps*.

· You will also need at least one clipboard and pens/pencils. 
· All in the group can contribute but one final, agreed form is all that is needed for the records.

· Once assessments are complete, they should be kept in a folder ready for the next stage of site selection. 
· Ideally, scan each set of completed forms.
· It is always good to take a few photos. Any photos, or a link to them, should also be kept. 
· Not all boxes or topics in the form apply to all sites. Please use your judgement on those that are not relevant. If necessary just mark N/A for Not Applicable.
* You are subscribers to Parish Online and can get highly detailed maps from there. The website also has a simple area measurement tool if you need it:

· Go to tools.

· Chose measurement tool.

· Click a corner of the site, click at next corner or change in angle.

· Continue until you are back to first corner.

· Click polygon ikon under ‘Object Editing Tools’ on the box to the right

· The approximate area appears in the small box above. 
Surveyors(s): ……………………………………………………………. Date: …………………  
FORM A: BASELINE INFORMATION 
· Fill this form in as best you can. If necessary, the authority can provide further information later, for example on planning history. 
· Form A is best completed before moving on to the other forms but can be done after the on-site surveys if that is easier.

· There are boxes below for basic information. The chart on designations that follows asks for a simple yes/no in each case (ring a choice) plus any comments (e.g. on local flooding).
	Settlement/parish name


	

	Site name/address 


	

	Gross area (hectares)


	

	Current/recent uses


	

	Site Planning History 


	


	DESIGNATIONS & KNOWN CONSTRAINTS 

	All or part of the site an SSSI or SNCI?            YES                      NO

Comments:


	Any Listed Buildings on site?                           YES                      NO
Comments:


	Any Recorded Archaeology?                        YES                      NO
Comments



	Public Rights of Way on site?                          YES                      NO
Comments:



	Flood Risk on site?                                            YES                      NO                  ZONE
Comments:




	Any overhead wires on site?                            YES                      NO
Comments:



	Any known contamination on site?                 YES                      NO
Comments:



	Other Known/Recorded Constraints?




FORM B: SITE CONNECTIONS 

1. WALKING TO LOCAL FACILITIES
	Facility


	Distance (metres)
	Route 

Quality
	Observations and comments on safety and quality of route

(Annotate the map if that helps. Photos can also help.)

	Village Hall
	
	Good

Fair

Poor
	

	Pub
	
	Good

Fair

Poor
	

	Bus Stop 

	
	Good

Fair

Poor
	

	Any other facilities
	
	Good

Fair

Poor
	Other facility names:




2. VEHICULAR AND PEDESTRIAN ACCESS 
	General quality of access
	Tick one

	Good: 

Easy access into the site and good roads approaching it. 
	

	Fair:

Poor access into the site but good approach roads, or poor access into the site and good approach roads.
	

	Poor:

Poor access onto the site and poor roads approaching it.
	

	Number of Accesses. Type (vehicle or pedestrian)

Observations / Comments / Site Visit Notes / Record of Photos
Key Issues if Fair or Poor ticked

	


3. CONNECTIONS SUMMARY: Overall, how well connected is the site?
	Note key points in the site's favour in terms of connections:


	Note any key points in terms of connections that would have to be addressed (mitigation) to make it a suitable site:



FORM C: SITE ENVIRONMENT 
· For almost all these questions just ring a word (or two) in each box that best fits what you know/see and, as necessary, add some notes about quality, condition etc. in the space below. 

· Photos are particularly important here. It can be good to mark on a map where any photos were taken from, with an arrow to show the direction in which the photo was taken.
1. SITE CHARACTERISTICS
	Landform:  Flat       Gently Undulating      Strongly Undulating       Steep Valley      Valley Floor       Plateau


	Observations/Notes/Record of Photos:


	Views In: Wide              Channelled                Long                   Short                     Glimpsed 

	Quality and Value of View/Record of Photos:


	Views Out: Wide            Channelled                 Long                  Short                       Glimpsed



	Quality and Value of View/Record of Photos:


	Natural Features on and around the site (Age/Condition/Value):
Boundary Hedgerow             Trees                Freestanding Shrubs                  Grass


	Numbers, Quality and Value

Observations/Notes/Record of Photos


	Ecology: (Known/Observed/Guessed):
Birds                   Signs of Mammals                  Wildlife Corridors                Water Habitat


	Comments/Notes, Quality and Value
Observations/Notes/Record of Photos


	Built Form on the site:

Walls              On-site freestanding buildings/structures   



	Comments/Notes, Observations/Notes/Record of Photos


	Relationship to the settlement:
Infill within the settlement?        At the edge of the settlement?       Backland?

Extending development?         Bringing development together?


	Comments/Notes, Observations/Notes/Record of Photos



2. ENVIRONMENT SUMMARY
	Environment Quality and Value: Does the recorded information above suggest that the site is of high environmental quality and value, or is it medium or low? 
	Tick one

	High


	

	Medium 


	

	Low


	

	Note key points in the site's favour in terms of environment:


	Note the key points in terms of environment that would have to be addressed (mitigation) to make it a suitable site:



FORM D: OVERALL ASSESSMENT SUMMARY 
· Start by ticking one of the top three boxes, then add comments in other boxes.

	The site is suitable for allocation
The site is well located and has lower environmental sensitivity to change.

	

	This is a potential allocation subject to on- or off-site mitigation
The site is either well located but with higher environmental sensitivity to change or poorly located but with lower environmental sensitivity to change.
	

	The site is unsuitable for allocation
The site is poorly connected and has higher environmental sensitivity to change.
	

	What are the key reasons behind your final judgement?

	

	If the site was judged to be potentially suitable, what mitigation might be needed to make it properly suitable?

	

	If the site was judged to be suitable or potentially suitable, what principles or conditions might be applied in the allocation (e.g. heights, screening, materials etc.)? 
(Add comments on the site plan if this helps, e.g. to show a key view.)
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